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*'Ought you not to come to America (which, in spite of all
her faults, is perhaps, potentially, the most spiritual of all living
peoples) and tell the world what your message means in terms of
Western, as well as Eastern, civilization?"
People in general will understand my message through
its results. The shortest way, therefore, perhaps, of making
it effectively heard is to let it speak for itself, at any rate for
the time being.
"For example, should the Western followers of your inspiration
preach and practise the spinning wheel?"
It is certainly not necessary for the Western people to
preach and practise the spinning wheel unless they will do
so out of sympathy, or for discipline, or with a view to apply-
ing their matchless inventive faculty to making the spinning
wheel a better instrument while retaining its essential charac-
teristic as a cottage industry. But the message of the spin-
ning wheel is much wider than its circumference. Its message
is one of simplicity, service of mankind, living so as not to
hurt others, creating an indissoluble bond between the rich
and the poor, capital and labour, the prince and the pea-
sant. That larger message is naturally for all.
"Is your condemnation of railroads, doctors, hospitals, and
other features of modern civilization essential and unalterable?
Should we not, first, try to develop a spirit great enough to
spiritualize the machinery and the organized, scientific and
productive powers of modern life?"
My condemnation of railroads etc., whilst true where
it stands, has little or no bearing on the present movement
which disregards none of the institutions mentioned by the
writer. In the present movement I am attacking neither
railroads nor hospitals; but in an ideal State they seem to
me to have little or'no place. The present movement is just
the attempt the writer desires. Yet it is not an attempt to
spiritualize the machinery—because that seems to me an
impossible task—but to introduce, if it is at all possible, a
human or the humane spirit among the men behind the
machinery. .Organization of machinery for the purpose of
concentrating wealth and power in the hands of a few and
for the exploitation of many I hold to be altogether wrong.

